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2.0 Review [40 CFR 112.5] 

 

 

This plan will be reviewed and evaluated at least once every five years and within six months of a 

change in facility design, construction, operation, or maintenance that materially affects TU’s spill 

potential.  In response to the reviews, the SPCC plan will be amended within six months of the 

review date to include more effective prevention and control technology, if that technology has 

been proven in the field and will significantly reduce the likelihood of a spill.  Amendments to this 

SPCC plan will be reviewed and certified by a Registered Professional Engineer per 40 CFR 

112.3(d) and 112.5(c). 

 

 

Review Date      Signature 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Amendment Date  Sections Amended    Signature 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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4.0 Facility Owner and Operator Information 

 

 

Facility Name  Towson University 

 

Facility Type  University Campus 

 

Facility Location 8000 York Road 

and Mailing Address Towson, Maryland 21252   

 

Hours of Normal 24 Hours/day 

Operation  7 Days/week 

 

Facility Phone Number 

Working Hours  (410) 704-3806/2488 
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5.0 Personnel Responsibilities and Organization 

 

The personnel responsible for implementing this SPCC plan are listed below.  These persons are 

thoroughly familiar with the SPCC regulations and this SPCC plan and have overall responsibility 

for implementing this SPCC plan.  They will maintain the records required under this SPCC plan 

and a copy of the complete current SPCC plan, as amended, for on-site review by EPA during 

normal working hours, as required by 40 CFR 112.3(e). 

 

 Mr. Larry Holbrook, Director of Environmental Health and Safety 

  (410) 704-3806 (Office) 

(443) 603-4118 (cell) 

 

  Mr. Rick Walsh, Associate Director-Operations and Maintenance  

  (410) 704-2488 
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7.3 Storage Areas and Capacity 

 

The campus contains two heating oil USTs, and four (4) oil-water separator UST.  The subject site 

has various ASTs for storing fuel for emergency generators, heating oil, kerosene, vehicle fuel storage 

tanks, waste oil tanks, grease tanks, and oil-filled electrical transformers.  Table 1, in section 9.0, lists 

the tanks on campus. 

 

The subject site also contains a hazardous waste storage area, vehicle maintenance bays, and a vehicle 

fueling station. In addition, there are several small, miscellaneous oil storage containers across the 

facility.  No portable oil storage areas or wastewater treatment plants are on campus.  

 

The locations of TU’s ASTs are described below: 

 

 Emergency generator tanks are located at various buildings on campus.  Most of 

the emergency generator ASTs are approximately 150-gallon, single-walled 

“belly” tanks.  Table 1, in section 9.0, lists the tanks on campus. 

 

 Electrical oil-filled transformers are located across the TU campus.  Most of the 

electrical transformers are approximately 300-gallon, single-walled tanks with heat 

sink fins. Two larger electrical oil-filled transformers are located in a gravel filled 

area near the Power Plant. 

 

 TU also has a 150-gallon double-walled waste oil AST and two (2) 275-gallon 

double- walled motor oil AST at the General Services Facility.  Also stored at the 

General Services Facility are a portable generator with a 175 gallon diesel belly 

tank, and a 500 gallon portable skid-type AST for diesel or heating oil.  Both of 

these portable units have secondary containment tanks.  

 

 TU has a 240-gallon day tank, and a 3,000 gallon double-walled fuel tank AST at 

the Hawkins Hall/Psychology for an emergency generator that services the 

Educational complex.  (Installed in 2010) 

 

 TU has one 1,000-gallon, double-walled, double internal compartment AST at 
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 Two, 30,000-
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Spill response equipment is staged at the Power Plant, which is centrally located on campus; the 

General Services Facility, EHS’s Equipment Storage Building, Facilities Management Vehicles 

(Director & Associate Director), EHS’s Truck, as well as other locations on campus. In addition, an 

enclosed trailer with spill equipment plus additional resources supplies are stored in the General 

Services Truck Well. 

  

In addition, TU has a local outside oil response contractor (Triumvirate Environmental of 

Baltimore, Maryland) available to assist in the employing controls and countermeasures and spill 

response and cleanup.  The contractor is available 24 hours a day (800) 966-9282 and will deploy a 

response team immediately upon authorization by TU.  The recovered oil will be properly disposed 

of or treated by Triumvirate.   

 

10.0 Impracticability of Containment/Diversionary Structures and Equipment [40 CFR 

112.7(d) and (e)] 

 

Due to the potential electrical hazard that may be created by the installation of containment dikes around 

the electrical transformers and switches, TU will maintain a thorough periodic inspection program for 

electrical equipment with oil storage.   

 

TU has implemented a testing program using ultrasonic pulse-echo equipment to check the thickness of 

the metal walls of the outdoor ASTs that are considered bulk storage tanks (excludes the electrical 

switches and transformers).  The test results are included in Appendix G.  Two walls of each tank were 

tested.  See Section 11.2.6 for additional information on the testing program.  The tests will be performed 

as directed by the University’s consultant. ASTs whose wall thickness is considered a substantial risk will 

be eventually replaced.  

 

11.0 Release Prevention and Containment Procedures  

 

11.1 Drainage Control [40 CFR 112.7(c) and 112.8 (b)] 

 

Drainage control at TU is not specifically designed to contain spills.  If a spill were to reach the 

storm drain, it would be routed to one of the streams that cross the campus. 
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TU will replace all oil filled electrical transformers and switches at the end of their service life.  

Transformers will be replaced with either a dry type or oil filled. The determination of which type 

(dry or oil) will be based on numerous factors such as efficiency, operating costs, service life, 

energy savings, safety, vandalism, etc. Oil switches will be replaced with dry types. Service life 

will be determined by an outside electrical testing contractor on an annual basis. In cases where 

transformers are leaking, they will be repaired, if feasible. Leaking oil switches will be replaced 

with dry types.  

 

11.1.1 Drainage Control In Bermed Storage Areas  

 

There are two bermed electrical transformers at TU: Glen Complex Dining Hall, and the Media 

Center.  The two bermed storage areas require additional work to effectively contain leaks.  None 

of the storage areas are covered.   

 

Valves are not currently used on TU’s bermed storage areas—all areas are closed, without drains, 

except for the Power Plant.  Portable pumps will be used to empty bermed areas, after inspection to 

ensure that oil-
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11.1.3 Final Drainage Discharge  

 

The streams that cross the TU campus discharge to Towson Run Branch, which is tributary of Lake 

Roland.   

 

11.1.4 Drainage Systems  

 

TU does not have a drainage system or a water treatment unit.  If a drainage system is installed in 

the future, the system will be designed to prevent oil from reaching a waterway in the event of 

equipment failure or human error. 

 

11.2 Bulk Storage Containers [40 CFR 112.8 (c)] 
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If buried metallic storage tanks are installed at TU in the future, they will be protected from 

corrosion per the 1998 upgrade requirements (40 CFR 280) and subjected to regular tightness 

testing.  Inspection records will be kept by TU. 

 

11.2.5 Corrosion Protection of Partially Buried Metallic Storage Tanks  

 

There are no partially buried metallic storage tanks at TU.  If partially buried metallic storage tanks 

are installed at TU in the future, they will be protected from corrosion to the equivalent of the 1998 

upgrade requirements (40 CFR 280). 

 

11.2.6 Aboveground Tank Periodic Integrity Tests  

 

Personnel trained to identify potential and existing releases will periodically visually inspect the 

ASTs, including tanks, supports, foundations, and associated piping for signs of deterioration, 

leaks, and accumulation of oil inside bermed areas.  Repairs to the containers and spill containment 

structures, along with cleanup of debris and minor spills, will be performed as needed. Inspection 

records will be kept by Facilities Management.   

 

In addition to the visual inspections, a testing program, including periodic ultrasonic thickness 
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11.2.10 Visible Oil Leaks  

 

Facility personnel are trained to visually inspect tank seams, gaskets, rivets, bolts, flanges, and 

joints for visible oil leaks.  Oil leaks and/or spills are to be reported immediately to EHS and 

corrected as soon as possible. EHS personnel will evaluate the situation to determine what response 

and reporting is required (see Appendix D for Oil Spill Emergency Response Plan). 

 

11.2.11 Mobile or Portable Oil Storage Containers [40 CFR 112.8(c)(11)] 

 

TU does not currently have any mobile or portable oil storage tanks.  If such tanks are employed at 
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11.3.3 Piping Support Design  
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11.4.1 Department of Transportation Regulations  

 

TU will require that the oil delivery companies drivers sent to TU are trained and will comply with 

Department of Transportation (DOT) regulations (49 CFR 177) and facility standard operating 

procedures for loading and unloading operations. The truck drivers will be instructed by their own 

dispatchers to make no deliveries or pick-ups unless a TU representative is present to authorize, 

direct, and oversee loading and unloading operations. 

 

11.4.2 Secondary Containment for Vehicles  

 

There are currently no catch basins, treatment systems, or secondary containment systems for 

loading/unloading operations at TU.  
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11.5 Oil Production Facilities (Onshore) [40 CFR 112.9] 

 

TU is not an oil production facility and therefore this section of the SPCC regulations is not 

applicable to TU. 

 

11.6 Oil Drilling and Work Over Facilities (Onshore) [40 CFR 112.10] 

 

TU is not an oil drilling and work over facility and therefore this section of the SPCC regulations is 

not applicable to TU. 

 

 

11.7 Oil Drilling, Production, or Work Over Facilities (Offshore) [40 CFR 112.11] 

 

TU is not an oil drilling and work over facility and therefore this section of the SPCC regulations is 

not applicable to TU. 

 

11.8 Inspections, Tests, and Records [40 CFR 112.7(c) and 112.8 (c)] 

 

Facility personnel will be trained to be observant during normal operations for signs of 

malfunctions or problems that might lead to leaks, spills, or other releases. 

 

Monthly visual inspections will be conducted for oil storage tanks, piping, pumps, and drum 

storage areas to identify leaks, seepage, stained soils, or signs of significant deterioration.  

Identifiable accumulations of oil will be cleaned-up promptly and the cause of the accumulation 

will be determined and repaired.  Abnormal tank conditions and repairs made will be reported to 

Mr. Hughes.  Any leaks, spill response or breach in tank integrity will be recorded in the tank 

inspection checklist located in Appendix A. 

 

TU will be responsible for ensuring that the required inspections, training, and tests are conducted; 

signing the reports of those activities; and keeping the reports and associated records for at least 

three years.   
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11.9     Security [112.7(g)] 

 

TU is an unsecured facility with minimal fencing or other barriers to public access.  TU will ensure 

that pipeline connections are securely capped and locked when not in use.  Drains and valves will 

be locked in the closed position.   

 

11.10 Personnel Training [112.7(f)] 

 

TU will conduct annual training sessions to instruct staff in proper housekeeping; operation and 

maintenance of equipment; laws and regulations; spill prevention, detection, and response 

activities; and notification requirements.  A more detailed outline of the training program is 

provided below. 

 

a. Personnel responsible for duties set forth under the SPCC plan are thoroughly 

familiar with the plan and its requirements.  

  

 b.  Personnel who may become directly involved with a release will be trained, 

including oil-handling personnel.  The training will address regulations, known 

spill events and failures, loading/unloading operations, malfunctioning 

components, and precautionary measures.  Training sessions may include timed 

practice placement of control and countermeasure devices and materials and 

other simulations of spills. 

 

c. Training sessions will be conducted at intervals frequent enough so that an 

adequate understanding of the SPCC plan is achieved.  A record of attendance 

will be kept.  At a minimum, training sessions will be held annually.  

 

d. Employees who may become directly involved in a spill will be trained on how 

to prevent spills according to this SPCC plan and good management practices.  

 

e. None of the employees are to be designated “first responders” for incidents 
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hazardous materials unit of the local fire department for stabilization of the 

situation and then to the spill response contractor for cleanup. 

 

12.0 Facility Response Plans [40 CFR 112.20] 

 

ALWE concluded that TU is not a substantial harm facility as defined in 40 CFR 112.20(f) and 

therefore not required to prepare and submit a Facility Response Plan (FRP).  Appendix E contains 

the Certification That This Facility Does Not Pose Substantial Harm, as required by Section 3 of 

Appendix C to 40 CFR 112.  This has been signed and certified by a representative of TU. 

 

13.0 Facility Response Training and Drills/Exercises [40 CFR 112.20] 

 

Since the facility is not a substantial harm facility (Section 12), this section is not applicable to TU.  
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APPENDIX A 

 

 

INSPECTION GUIDELINES AND CHECKLIST 
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APPENDIX B 

 

 

TRAINING RECORDS 
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APPENDIX C 

 

 

LOADING/UNLOADING PROCEDURES 
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Loading and Unloading Procedures 
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APPENDIX D 

 

 

OIL SPILL EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN  
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(d) Proceed to source of spill, spread absorbent material, and collect oil saturated 

absorbent in 55-gallon leak proof 55 drums.  

(e) Flush storm drain with water and repeat steps (a) 2 and (c) above.  Continue this 

process until all oil has been retrieved.  

(f) The ranking Facilities Management Manager/EHS Representative at the scene 

will make a visual inspection of Towson Run and areas affected by oil spill to 

ascertain that in fact all oil has been recovered.  

(g) If the size of the oil spill exceeds the capability of TU personnel to handle, the 

following outside contractor should be contacted by the ranking Facilities 

Management Manager/EHS Representative present:  

   Triumvirate Environmental 

Baltimore, Maryland 21226 

Telephone: 800-966-9282 
 

(h) Contact authorized waste oil disposal company to dispose of 55-gallon drums 

containing oil saturated absorbent material.  

 

4. The following is available for spill control at the General Service Facility: 

 

(a)  Shovels, rakes, etc., from Grounds and Transportation Departments.   

(b)  Back hoe and pay loader from Grounds and Transportation Departments. 

(c)  40 - 8-inch x 18-inch absorbent pillows 

(d)  22 - 8-inch x 18-foot absorbent booms 

(e)  10 - fabric socks 

(f)  4 - 4-foot x 200-foot absorbent rolls (1 medium and 3 heavy duty) 

(g)  2 - 20-gallon lockable spill waste containers 

(h)  1- Spill Blocker (rough surface) 

(i)  1- PIG Conical Drain Plug Kit 

(j)  2 - Round Drain Blockers 

(k)  1 - PIG Drain Blocker Plug (48 in.) 

(l)  2 - PIG Oil Only Spill Pads (16 ½ in. x 20 in.) 200/bag 

(m) 4 – PIG Spill Kits (1 each in Assoc. Director/Trades Mgr. Vehicles). Each kit 

contains 3-3 in. x 48 in. PIG socks, 12-16 ½ in. x 20 in. PIG mats-double pads and 

disposal bags.   

 

NOTE: additional resources/supplies will be maintained at the Power Plant 
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APPENDIX E 

 

 

CERTIFICATION OF APPLICABILITY OF THE 

SUBSTANTIAL HARM CRITERIA 
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                yes        X          no 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATION: 

 

I certify under penalty of law that I have personally examined and am familiar with the information 

submitted in this document, and that based on my inquiry of those individuals responsible for 

obtaining this information, I believe that the submitted information is true, accurate, and complete. 

 

 

__________________________    

Signature Signature 

 

Lawrence A. Holbrook Rick Walsh 

 

Name Name 

 

Director of Environmental Health and Safety Associate Director-Operations & 

Maintenance 

 

Title  Title 

 

 

__________________________   

Date  Date 
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APPENDIX F 

 

 

REPLACEMENT SCHEDULE 
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AST WALL THICKNESS TEST RESULTS 
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APPENDIX H 

 

 

CROSS REFERENCE TO REGULATIONS 
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