
 Common Data Set 2009-2010 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

       GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

A0. Respondent Information (Not for Publication) 

Name:  Nicole Simone  

Title: Research Analyst 

Office: Institutional Research 

Mailing Address, City/State/Zip/Country:  8000 York Rd. Towson, MD. 21252 USA 

Phone: 410-704-3880 

Fax: 410-704-6330 

E-mail Address: nsimone@towson.edu 

 

 

 Yes      No 

If yes, please provide the URL of the corresponding Web page: 

 

A0A. We invite you to indicate if there are items on the CDS for which you cannot use the requested analytic 

convention, cannot provide data for the cohort requested, whose methodology is unclear, or about which you have 

questions or comments in general. This information will not be published but will help the publishers further 

refine CDS items. 

 

______________________________________ 

 

 

A1.  Address Information 

Name of College or University: TOWSON UNIVERSITY 

Mailing Address, City/State/Zip/Country: 8000 YORK RD. TOWSON, MD. 21252 USA 

Street Address (if different), City/State/Zip/Country 

Main Phone Number: 410-704-2000 

WWW Home Page Address: WWW.TOWSON.EDU 

Admissions Phone Number: 410-704-2113 

Admissions Toll-free Number: 1-888-4TOWSON 

Admissions Office Mailing Address, City/State/Zip/Country: 8000 YORK RD. TOWSON, MD. 21252 

Admissions Fax Number: 410-704-3030 

Admissions E-mail Address: ADMISSIONS@TOWSON.EDU 

WWW.APPLYWEB.COM/APPLY/TOWSON/MENU.HTML 
If you have a mailing address other than the above to which applications should be sent, please provide:  

 

A2. Source of institutional control (check one only) 

 Public 

 Private (nonprofit) 

 Proprietary 

 

A3. Classify your undergraduate institution: 

 Coeducational college 

  

  

 

A4. Academic year calendar 

 Semester  4-1-4 
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 Quarter  Continuous 

 Trimester  Differs by program (describe): 

 Other (describe):  

 

A5. Degrees offered by your institution 

 Certificate   

 Diploma   

 Associate  Post-  

 Transfer  Doctoral degree 

research/scholarship 

 Terminal   Doctoral degree  

professional practice 

 Bachelor   Doctoral degree -- other 

 

 

B. ENROLLMENT AND PERSISTENCE 
 

B1. Institutional Enrollment—Men and Women  Provide numbers of students for each of the following categories as of 

October 15, 2009. 

 

 

 FULL-TIME PART-TIME 

 Men  Women  Men  
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Total all graduate: ____4,029_________ 

 
GRAND TOTAL ALL STUDENTS: ___21,177_________ 
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B2. Enrollment by Racial/Ethnic Category. Provide numbers of undergraduate students for each of the following 
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B4. Initial 2002 cohort of first-time, full-

(or equivalent) degree-seeking undergraduate students; 

total all students: __________________ 

B4. Initial 2003 cohort of first-time, full-

(or equivalent) degree-seeking undergraduate students; 

total all students: ____1753______________ 

  

B5. Of the initial 2002 cohort, how many did not persist 

and did not graduate for the following reasons: death, 

permanent disability, or service in the armed forces, 

foreign aid service of the federal government, or official 

church missions; total allowable exclusions: 

______________________ 

B5. Of the initial 2003 cohort, how many did not persist 

and did not graduate for the following reasons: death, 

permanent disability, or service in the armed forces, 

foreign aid service of the federal government, or official 

church missions; total allowable exclusions: 

______________________ 

  

B6. Final 2002cohort, after adjusting for allowable 

exclusions: _______________ 

B6. Final 2003 cohort, after adjusting for allowable 

exclusions: _______1753________ 

 (Subtract question B5 from question B4)  (Subtract question B5 from question B4) 

  

B7. Of the initial 2002 cohort, how many completed the 

program in four years or less (by August 31, 2006): 

___________ 

B7. Of the initial 2003 cohort, how many completed the 

program in four years or less (by August 31, 2007): 

___804________ 

  

B8. Of the initial 2002 cohort, how many completed the 

program in more than four years but in five years or less 

(after August 31, 2006 and by August 31, 2007): 

_________________ 

B8. Of the initial 2003 cohort, how many completed the 

program in more than four years but in five years or less 

(after August 31, 2007 and by August 31, 2008): 

______409___________ 

  

B9. Of the initial 2002 cohort, how many completed the 

program in more than five years but in six years or less 

(after August 31, 2007 and by August 31, 2008): 

______________ 

B9. Of the initial 2003 cohort, how many completed the 

program in more than five years but in six years or less 

(after August 31, 2008 and by August 31, 2009): 

______63________ 

  

B10. Total graduating within six years (sum of questions 

B7, B8, and B9): ______________ 

B10. Total graduating within six years (sum of questions 

B7, B8, and B9): _____1276_________ 

  

B11. Six-year graduation rate for 2002 cohort (question 

B10 divided by question B6): ____________ % 

B11. Six-year graduation rate for 2003 cohort (question 

B10 divided by question B6): ____72.8________ % 

 

For Two-Year Institutions 

 

Please provide data for the 2006 cohort if available. If 2006 cohort data are not available, provide data for the 2005 cohort. 

 

2005 Cohort 2006 Cohort 

  

B12. Initial 2005 cohort, total of first-time, full-time 

degree/certificate-seeking students: __________________ 

B12. Initial 2006 cohort, total of first-time, full-time 

degree/certificate-seeking students: __________________ 

  

B13. Of the initial 2005 cohort, how many did not persist 

and did not graduate for the following reasons: death, 

permanently disability, or service in the armed forces, 

foreign aid service of the federal government, or official 

church missions; total allowable exclusions: 

___________________  

B13. Of the initial 2006  cohort, how many did not persist 

and did not graduate for the following reasons: death, 

permanently disability, or service in the armed forces, 

foreign aid service of the federal government, or official 

church missions; total allowable exclusions: 

___________________  

  

B14. Final 2005 cohort, after adjusting for allowable 

exclusions___________________ 

B14. Final 2006  cohort, after adjusting for allowable 

exclusions___________________ 

(Subtract question B13 from question B12) (Subtract question B13 from question B12) 
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C. FIRST-TIME, FIRST-YEAR (FRESHMAN) ADMISSION 
 

Applications 
C1. First-time, first-year (freshman) students: Provide the number of degree-seeking, first-time, first-year students who 

applied, were admitted, and enrolled (full- or part-time) in fall 2009. Include early decision, early action, and students 

who began studies during summer in this cohort. Applicants should include only those students who fulfilled the 

requirements for consideration for admission (i.e., who completed actionable applications) and who have been notified 

of one of the following actions: admission, non-
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F. If necessary, use this space to clarify your test policies (e.g., if tests are recommended for some students, or if tests are 

not required of some students):  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

G.  Please indicate which tests your institution uses for placement (e.g., state tests): 

 

 SAT     

 ACT     

 SAT Subject Tests  

 AP     

 CLEP     

 Institutional Exam  

 State Exam  (specify):____________________________________________________________   

 

Freshman Profile  

 
Provide percentages for ALL enrolled, degree-seeking, full-time and part-time, first-time, first-year (freshman) students 
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30-36 2% 4% 3% 

24-29 32% 33% 38% 

18-23 62% 55% 44% 

12-17 3% 7% 15% 

6-11 0 0 0 

Below 6 0 0 0 

 100% 100% 100% 
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C10. Percent of all degree-seeking, first-time, first-year (freshman) students who had high school class rank within 

each of the following ranges (report information for those students from whom you collected high school rank 

information). 

Percent in top tenth of high school graduating class 24.4 _   

Percent in top quarter of high school graduating class 56.4 _   

Percent in top half of high school graduating class 93 ___   

Percent in bottom half of high school graduating class 7 ____   

Percent in bottom quarter of high school graduating class  .002 _  

Percent of total first-time, first-year (freshman) students who submitted high school class rank:  46.2%_______ 

 

C11. Percentage of all enrolled, degree-seeking, first-time, first-year (freshman) students who had high school grade-

point averages within each of the following ranges (using 4.0 scale).  Report information only for those students 

from whom you collected high school GPA. 

Percent who had GPA of 3.75 and higher  26.5______ 

Percent who had GPA between 3.50 and 3.74 28.1______ 

Percent who had GPA between 3.25 and 3.49 31.3______ 
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Early action closing date  __________ 

Early action notification date __________ 

 

Is your early action plan plan under which you limit students from applying to other early plans? 

 

  Yes         No 

 

 

D. TRANSFER ADMISSION 
 

Fall Applicants 
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D8. List any other application requirements specific to transfer applicants: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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F2. Activities offered Identify those programs available at your institution.  

 

         Campus Ministries          Literary magazine    Radio station 

 Choral groups  Marching band  Student government 

 Concert band  Model UN  Student newspaper 
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G. ANNUAL EXPENSES 
 

Provide 2010-2011 academic year costs of attendance for the following categories that are applicable to your 

institution. 
 

 Check here if your institution's 2010-2011 academic year costs of attendance are not available at this time and provide an 

approximate date (i.e., month/day) when your institution's final 2010-2011 academic year costs of attendance will be 

available:  ____________ 
 

G1. Undergraduate full-time tuition, required fees, room and board 

 List the typical tuition, required fees, and room and board for a full-time undergraduate student for the FULL 2010-2011 

academic year (30 semester hours or 45 quarter hours for institutions that derive annual tuition by multiplying credit 

hour cost by number of credits). A full academic year refers to the period of time generally extending from September to 

June; usually eq
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Tuition Waivers  

Note: Reporting is optional. Report tuition 

waivers in this row if you choose to report 

them. Do not report tuition waivers 

elsewhere. 

49,646 599,036 

Athletic Awards 45,832 4,740,462 
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q) Average dollar amount of institutional non-need-based athletic 

scholarships and grants awarded to students in line p  

 

$3500 

 

$11535 

 

$0 

 



 Common Data Set 2009-2010 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Note: These are the graduates and loan types to include and exclude in order  

to fill out CDS H4, H4a, H5 and H5a. 

 

Include: 
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 Other: _______________________________________________________________ 
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I-3. Undergraduate Class Size 

 

In the table below, please use the following definitions to report information about the size of classes and class sections 

offered in the fall 2009 term. 

 

Class Sections:  A class section is an organized course offered for credit, identified by discipline and number, meeting at a 

stated time or times in a classroom or similar setting, and not a subsection such as a laboratory or discussion session. 

Undergraduate class sections are defined as any sections in which at least one degree-seeking undergraduate student is 

enrolled for credit. Exclude distance learning classes and noncredit classes and individual instruction such as dissertation or 

thesis research, music instruction, or one-to-one readings. Exclude students in independent study, co-operative programs, 

internships, foreign language taped tutor sessions, practicums, and all students in one-on-one classes. Each class section 

should be counted only once and should not be duplicated because of course catalog cross-listings. 

 

Class Subsections:  A class subsection includes any subsection of a course, such as laboratory, recitation, and discussion 

subsections that are supplementary in nature and are scheduled to meet separately from the lecture portion of the course. 

Undergraduate subsections are defined as any subsections of courses in which degree-seeking undergraduate students 

enrolled for credit. As above, exclude noncredit classes and individual instruction such as dissertation or thesis research, 

music instruction, or one-to-one readings. Each class subsection should be counted only once and should not be duplicated 

because of cross-listings. 

 

Using the above definitions, please report for each of the following class-size intervals the number of class sections and class 

subsections offered in fall 2009. For example, a lecture class with 800 students who met at another time in 40 separate labs 

-

column of the class subsections table.  

 

Number of Class Sections with Undergraduates Enrolled 

 

Undergraduate Class Size (provide numbers) 

 2-9 10-19 20-29 30-
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J.  Disciplinary areas of DEGREES CONFERRED 
 

Degrees conferred between July 1, 2008 and June 30, 2009 
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Visual and performing arts      5.8 50 

Health professions and related 

sciences 

     9.6 51 

Business/marketing      18.0 52 

History      1.7 54 

 Other     

  TOTAL 
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Common Data Set Definitions 

 

 All definitions related to the financial aid section appear at the end of the Definitions document. 

 

 Items preceded by an asterisk (*) represent definitions agreed to among publishers which do not appear on the CDS 

 

 

*Academic advisement: Plan under which each student is assigned to a faculty member or a trained adviser, who, through 

regular meetings, helps the student plan and implement immediate and long-term academic and vocational goals. 

Accelerated program: Completion of a college program of study in fewer than the usual number of years, most often by 

attending summer sessions and carrying extra courses during the regular academic term. 

Admitted student: Applicant who is offered admission to a degree-granting program at your institution. 

 

*Adult student services: Admission assistance, support, orientation, and other services expressly for adults who have started 

college for the first time, or who are re-entering after a lapse of a few years. 
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launching the job search; listings for those students desiring employment and those seeking permanent positions; 

establishment of a permanent reference folder; career resource materials. 

Carnegie units: One year of study or the equivalent in a secondary school subject. 

Certificate: See Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma. 

Class rank: The relative numerical position of a student in his or her graduating class, calculated by the high school on the 

basis of grade-point average, whether weighted or unweighted. 

College-preparatory program: Courses in academic subjects (English, history and social studies, foreign languages, 

mathematics, science, and the arts) that stress preparation for college or university study.  

Common Application: The standard application form distributed by the National Association of Secondary School 

Principals for a large number of private colleges who are members of the Common Application Group.  

*Community service program: 
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Exchange student program-domestic: Any arrangement between a student and a college that permits study for a semester 

or more at another college in the United States without extending the amount of time required for a degree. See also Study 

abroad. 

External degree program: A program of study in which students earn credits toward a degree through independent study, 

college courses, proficiency examinations, and personal experience. External degree programs require minimal or no 

classroom attendance. 

Extracurricular activities (as admission factor): Special consideration in the admissions process given for participation in 

both school and nonschool-related activities of interest to the college, such as clubs, hobbies, student government, athletics, 

performing arts, etc. 

First-time student: A student attending any institution for the first time at the level enrolled. Includes students enrolled in 

the fall term who attended a postsecondary institution for the first time at the same level in the prior summer term. Also 

includes students who entered with advanced standing (college credit earned before graduation from high school). 

First-time, first-year (freshman) student: A student attending any institution for the first time at the undergraduate level. 

Includes students enrolled in the fall term who attended college for the first time in the prior summer term. Also includes 

students who entered with advanced standing (college credits earned before graduation from high school). 

First-year student: A student who has completed less than the equivalent of 1 full year of undergraduate work; that is, less 

than 30 semester hours (in a 120-hour degree program) or less than 900 contact hours. 

Freshman: A first-year undergraduate student. 

*Freshman/new student orientation: Orientation addressing the academic, social, emotional, and intellectual issues 

involved in beginning college. May be a few hours or a few days in length; at some colleges, there is a fee. 

Full-time student (undergraduate): A student enrolled for 12 or more semester credits, 12 or more quarter credits, or 24 or 

more contact hours a week each term. 

Geographical residence (as admission factor): Special consideration in the admission process given to students from a 

particular region, state, or country of residence. 

Grade-point average (academic high school GPA): The sum of grade points a student has earned in secondary school 

divided by the number of courses taken. The most common system of assigning numbers to grades counts four points for an 

 

weight to each course. Weighting gives students additional points for their grades in advanced or honors courses. 

Graduate student: -baccalaureate level. 

*Health services: Free or low cost on-campus primary and preventive health care available to students. 

High school diploma or recognized equivalent: A document certifying the successful completion of a prescribed secondary 

school program of studies, or the attainment of satisfactory scores on the Tests of General Educational Development (GED), 

or another state-specified examination. 

Hispanic: A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish culture or origin, 

regardless of race. 

Honors program: Any special program for very able students offering the opportunity for educational enrichment, 

independent study, acceleration, or some combination of these.  

Independent study: Academic work chosen or designed by the student with the approval of the department concerned, 

ervision, and usually undertaken outside of the regular classroom structure. 
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In-state tuition: 

requirements. 

International student: See Nonresident alien. 

International student group: Student groups that facilitate cultural dialogue, support a diverse campus, assist international 

students in acclimation and creating a social network.  

Internship: Any short-

earns academic credit. The work can be full- or part-time, on- or off-campus, paid or unpaid. 

*Learning center: Center offering assistance through tutors, workshops, computer programs, or audiovisual equipment in 

reading, writing, math, and skills such as taking notes, managing time, taking tests. 

 

*Legal services: Free or low cost legal advice for a range of issues (personal and other). 

Liberal arts/career combination: Program in which a student earns undergraduate degrees in two separate fields, one in a 

liberal arts major and the other in a professional or specialized major, whether on campus or through cross-registration. 
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Post-master’s certificate: An award that requires completion of an organized program of study of 24 credit hours beyond 

 

Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma: Includes the following three IPEDS definitions for postsecondary awards, 

certificates, and diplomas of varying durations and credit/contact hour requirements  

Less Than 1 Academic Year: Requires completion of an organized program of study at the postsecondary level 

(below the baccalaureate degree) in less than 1 academic year (2 semesters or 3 quarters) or in less than 900 contact 

hours by a student enrolled full-time. 

At Least 1 But Less Than 2 Academic Years: Requires completion of an organized program of study at the 

postsecondary level (below the baccalaureate degree) in at least 1 but less than 2 full-time equivalent academic 

years, or designed for completion in at least 30 but less than 60 credit hours, or in at least 900 but less than 1,800 

contact hours. 

At Least 2 But Less Than 4 Academic Years: Requires completion of an organized program of study at the 

postsecondary level (below the baccalaureate degree) in at least 2 but less than 4 full-time equivalent academic 

years, or designed for completion in at least 60 but less than 120 credit hours, or in at least 1,800 but less than 3,600 

contact hours. 

 

Private institution: An educational institution controlled by a private individual(s) or by a nongovernmental agency, usually 

supported primarily by other than public funds, and operated by other than publicly elected or appointed officials. 

Private for-profit institution: A private institution in which the individual(s) or agency in control receives compensation, 

other than wages, rent, or other expenses for the assumption of risk. 

Private nonprofit institution: A private institution in which the individual(s) or agency in control receives no 

compensation, other than wages, rent, or other expenses for the assumption of risk. These include both independent nonprofit 

schools and those affiliated with a religious organization. 

Proprietary institution: See Private for-profit institution. 

Public institution: An educational institution whose programs and activities are operated by publicly elected or appointed 

school officials, and which is supported primarily by public funds. 

Quarter calendar system: A calendar system in which the academic year consists of three sessions called quarters of about 

12 weeks each. The range may be from 10 to 15 weeks. There may be an additional quarter in the summer. 

Race/ethnicity: Category used to describe groups to which individuals belong, identify with, or belong in the eyes of the 

community. The categories do not denote scientific definitions of anthropological origins. A person may be counted in only 

one group. 

Race/ethnicity unknown: Category used to classify students or employees whose race/ethnicity is not known and whom 

institutions are unable to place in one of the specified racial/ethnic categories. 

Religious affiliation/commitment (as admission factor): Special consideration given in the admission process for 

affiliation with a certain church or faith/religion, commitment to a religious vocation, or observance of certain religious 

tenets/lifestyle.  

*Religious counseling: One-on-one or group counseling with trained professionals for students who want to explore 

religious problems or issues. 

*Remedial services: Instructional courses designed for students deficient in the general competencies necessary for a regular 

postsecondary curriculum and educational setting. 
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Financial Aid Definitions 

 
 

External scholarships and grants: Scholarships and grants received from outside (private) sources that students bring with 

them (e.g., Kiwanis, National Merit scholarships). The institution may process paperwork to receive the dollars, but it has no 

role in determining the recipient or the dollar amount awarded. 

 

Financial aid applicant: Any applicant who submits any one of the institutionally required financial aid applications/forms, 

such as the FAFSA.  

 

Indebtedness: Aggregate dollar amount borrowed through any loan program (federal, state, subsidized, unsubsidized, 

private, etc.; excluding parent loans) while the student was enrolled at an institution. Student loans co-signed by a parent are 

assumed to be the responsibility of the student and should be included. 

 

Institutional scholarships and grants: Endowed scholarships, annual gi


