Volume 17

2020

Department of History
College of Liberal Arts
8000 York Road, Towson MD 21252






Note FromThe Editors

Brandon Grosch

Kieron Lynch

Catherine Campbell

Victoria Johnson (with
Karen Oslund)

Table of Contents
Y,
FeatureArticles

The Use of Terror as a Weapon by tf 1
Luftwaffe, 19371945

Reagan and the AIDS Crisis 16
0 ST "tf- ef"<.fe f.. 29
The Eugenics Movement and

Scientific Racism in the United States
during the 20" Century

Research Notes

Icelandic Viking Literature: %o <Z i 49
Family Tree












Vii






FLYLOLDQ UHVRXUFHYV DQG LQIUDVWU XmWiXhbta gukpkisihgOHJL WL P
VWDQFH WR WKRVH IDPLOLDU ZLWK /XGH Qitti&yHisthy FKDUDFWH
article37DFWLFDO *HQLXV 6WUDWHJILF )RRO"™ KLIJKOLJKWV D WHC



After the Heinkel medium bombgexhausted their reserves of incendiary bombs, the civilians of
Guernica once again believed they were safe. They ventured out to assist the dead and dying.

Once again, the Germans had set a trap. Dust kicked up around the Spaniards as German fighters
strafed the streets with machine guns and pilots dropped grenades on clusters of defenseless

people on the ground. After the attack, in the words of one reporter who was an eyewitness to the
ERPELQJ 30DUJH SDUWYV RI *XHUQ L FThelzdheept Hittickingtad OO E X W
civilian population with such unflinching ferocity was so unheard of that people around the

world had difficulty accepting that such an event had even occurred. Only days after the attack,

The Surnn Baltimore published a stolyy G.L. Steer confirming reports of a German air attack

on the Spanish citySteer felt the need to strike down claims that no such attack had ever

occurred. He did so by recounting his harrowing experience on the day of the attack. He spoke of
being machingunned and detailed the planes with unmistakably German markings ajtackin

the city. The day after the attack, Steer went into the town to find evidence. He discovered
IUDJPHQWYV RI ERPEV SHIDFWO\ RI WKH VDPH PHWDO DV ERPE"



their invertedgull wings filled the sky over a targeity, they suddenly turned and literally

screamed into action. As tkére bombers pushed their noses down into an almost rilegnee

angle, civilians on the ground heard andtiven siren that started at a low rumble and slowly
escalated into an unhoscreech followed by earghaking explosions as whistling bombs

impacted buildings and streets populated by civilians who could not get themselves to shelter in
time % The siren, combined with deceptively simplistic cardboard fins attached to the

bombslells which created the descending whistle sound popularly associated with all bombs,
announced destruction falling terminally towards helpless targets on the ground. These features,
WRIJHWKHU UHIHUUHG WR LQWHUFKDQJH DrEa@dcreidd/ Wwaf&kdd 27U XP S
iconic that almost every allied propaganda film from the era featured their-liee@uditory

assaults whenever showing a German aircraft, regardless of whether or not the plane was
actually a Stuka.

The Stukadid not always screane XULQJ LWV KXQW KRZHYHU 7KH EHJLQQL
technical history does not indicate an operational bias towards teimiers Flugzeugund

Motorenwerke AGJFM), the production company responsible for the Stuka and other German
bombers, wrote arational manuals, callégetriebsanleitungenfRU LWV DLUFUDIW 7KHVI
manuals were much like those a car company would produce Dagaynanual for the eary

war model of the Stuka, the B featured many diagrams of the aircraft and its various

subsections, such as figure 2, informing its pilots and mechanics about the important systems
equipped on the aircraft and recommendations on how to get the best performance from the

machine in flightt® The most important detail, however, was missing ftbenmanual. None of

those plans show the siren. No portion of the passages Ruthpfwerkfuselage) oFahrwerk
(undercarriage), where the siren was mounted on the Stuka, mentioned the noisemakeA itself.

Critical Pastvideo also shows a Stuka attawmka Polish target in 1939. It too features no siren

sound!” William Green, a lat€0" century military aviation historian, documents in an albeit

slightly outdated but nevertheless comprehensive reference, the various versions of the Stuka.

His diagrans feature the siren on the aircraft and a short description identifying its only purpose

as to spread terror among those on the targeted grétinds.

This thread is common among historians who study the Stuka. No purpose existed for the siren

apart from striking fear into the hearts of its targets. In fact, it created additional diag) on t

airframe, meaning the plane itself performed more poorly with the siren than without. Despite

this, theLuftwaffe UHWDLQHG LWV XVH XQWLO W K-twargahougbthy REVROH)
SODQH LWVHOI ZzDV QHYHU IXOO\ UHWLUHG XQWLO WKH zZDUf"
InRQH )UHQFKPDQYVY PHPRLU RI WKH ZDU WKLV YLHZ LV FRUU
in an attack on his region. In the words of Elie Poulard,







Conversely, Winston Churchill gave Germany an identical threat in 1941 Assaciated Press
article from only months aftéruftwaffesorties over London ended, Churchill stated that the
%ULWLVK Kova uRdQ Garrdddy about half the tonnage of bombs thrown by the



During the Second World War, Germany held a vested interest in sgyehAsicontent among

the subject peoples of British colonial territories. One focus was on aiding the Arab nationalists

in the Middle East, who rejected Jewish Zionism. Miner claims that even under the extreme

pressure of the AngidmericanSoviet alliancen the later years of the war, the Nazi regime still
genuinely considered sending detachments of a diminithiftgyaffe WR VWULNH 3DJDLQVW
SDOHVWLQAYID® -HZU\ ’



%HIRUH WKH ILQDO \HDUV RI WKH ZzDU KRZHYHU +HUPDQQ *|
made any actual reservations he may have had about the benefits of terror bombing irrelevant.
Richard Overy, an esteemed military aviatiklk VW RULDQ VKRQH D OLJKW RQ +LW
in the management of theiftwaffein an article from thdournal of Contemporary Military

History. In classic fashion for a micromanaging leaderRilerer SLQVLVWHG WKDW WKH Il
decision should ¥ W ZLWK KLP« LQFUHDVLQJO\ DIWHU GHFLVLRQ
were taken by Hitler at his Supreme Headquarters without consultihgifiveaffecommander

in-FKLHI FOueWMoés on to explain that while most of the popular blameaineed at

Goring for the failures of theuftwaffe Hitler was actually to blame for the majority of the late

war operational failures experienced by the German air force.

3DUW RI WKLV LV GXH WR +LWOHUYfV WRWDO LIJQRUDQFH RI K
to his insistence on maintainitige / X | W Z Daukdh@iry within the hierarchy of the military
EHFDXVH LW ZDV 3D EUDQFK RI WKH DUPHG VHUYLFHY ODUJHC(
FRQWURO XQLQIOXHQFHG E\ WKH L GAVErgd\pxriidn & G&/blBreW KH R O
for the failures of th&uftwaffe however, lies in the doctrinal adherence to terror bombing as a

method to win the war rather than simply to beat civilian populations into fearful submission. As

the war progressed and prospects of a Nazi victory bebbkraker, Hitler turned more and more

towards this backwards methodology. Goring certainly supported it at the outset of hostilities and
often stood silently as his resources were mismanaged toward the end of the war.

Overy does, however, admit the faul 1 0 0 1 85.275 612.2 Tm 0g 0 G [<0046>7<004B004C>7<0048






and the shockfddiroshima and Nagasaki had not yet worn off in the East. Nonetheless,
*TULQJTY HQRUPRXV JXLOW H[WHQGHG EH\RQG VODYH ODERU
military doctrine outlining the intention to bomb urban civilian centers with the sole purpose
spreading terror across the populous of enemy nations. Géring committed intentional violations

of the Geneva Conventions. His judgement ties him directly to the processes of the Holocaust
commonly seen as enacted by Waffen S®ut few other portionsf the German military.

War always brings horrors with its onset and often, in times of desperation or under the guise of
defending the survival of a civilization, civilians will come under the crosshairs of retaliatory
strikes. Terror is oftenaweapon wielded by those who have no other choice. In this case,
however, the Luftwaffe built into its basic doctrine the use of terror bombings as part of the
standard toolset of air operations. The German air force, headed by Hermann Géring and
controlled

1C



Appendix

e - o - fone Heinkel it

bomber flying over England.

— WWII/Heinkel bomber over
England Encyclopedia Britannica
ImageQuest, photograph.

Betr. Anl.
202 Fahrwerk Ju &7 B2

Figure 2: A diagram from the Ri7 B-2
Betriebsanleitung showing the gear legs and,
g / notably, no siren installation. BV B-2
v , Betriebsanleitung, April 1939. Dessau: Junkers
_ O % Flugzeugund-Motorenwerke Aktiengesellschaft
= 1940.
https://stephentaylorhistorian.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/ju
87b2.pdf
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Figure 3: Two Stukas equpd
with their iconic air sirens. The
sirens were mounted on the gear
legs just below the wings.
German bombergGerman Stuka
dive bombers photographed,
€1942, during World War 1.
Encyclopedia Britannica
ImageQuest, photograph.

Figure 4: Hermann Goring on the
witness stand at the Nuremberg
War Crimes Tribunal. Nuremberg
Trials, Hermann Goering.
Encyclopedia Britannica
ImageQuest, photograph
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however, she made sure her children had what they ndddedtrong spiritual beliefs helped
keep her life composed



close to people never left me completeffYH QHYHU KDG WURXEOH PDNLQJ IUL
inclined to hold back a little of myself, reserving it for mys@lIfrhis distance would plague the
president in his lategears 7TKRVH ZKR FRXOGQMTW EUHDN KLV VKHOO OLN
would struggle to see their father care so deeply for others while not receiving it then{selves

However, those who he did become close to would be held dearly i@ hisncan beseen

WKURXJK 5HDJDQYV DFWLRQV DIWHU KLV IULHQG IURP KLV DF
AIDS virus in 1985 This moment was the breaking point for the president when he finally

decided that those infected with the AIDS virus needed his help

NelOH 5HDJDQ ZRXOG DOVR EH RQH RI WKS$%he\eRcEWagethhid RU KHU \

talent during his early years because she herself was a bit of an.ak&srdstin McCollister
reported inThe Saturday Evening Postt+HU IDYRULWH HVFDSH IURP WKH J

1€



when Richard Nixon ran for the California state serReagan & LJLQDOO\ VXSSRUWHG 1
RSSRQHQW +HOHQ *DKDJDQ SDUWO\ EHFDXVH VKH ZDV DFWR
to support Nixon insteadAS -RKQ 'LJJLQV SXW LW 3/DWHU >5HDJDQ@ EHC
his friends were RepublicanESDRwasddb G DQG VR zZDV 5HDJDQYV IDWKHU ZK
Democrat 4

When Reagan was elected president of the Screen Actors Guild (SAG) in 1947, with whom he
had been a member for years, he was tasked with addressing the growing communist problem in
Hollywood. This experience would be the basis for his extremeradtstance in his presidency,

ZLWK 5HDJDQ VD\LQJ WKDW WKH 6%$* \HDUV JDYH KLP 23ILUVWK
lies, deceit, violence, or any other tactic that suited them to advance the tSose&eb

expansion, NQHZ«WKDW $PHULFD IDFHG QR PRUH LQVLGLRXV RU
Communism > Despite originally supporting some Communist causes in Hollywood and

joining others in resistance of American nuclear bombs, Reagan eventually began searching for
loyal allies to help build what became known as the Hollywood blaéklist | HFWLYHO\ D 3GR (

KLUH” OLVW IRU VXVSHFWHG &RPPXQar¥W V\PSDWKL]JHUV GXUlL

His time as the SAG president left Reagan bitter against thélkeftame to view them as a

gateway to Communism, as weak against the Russians in the Cold War, and unable to look
VWUDLJKW DW LVVXHV. KEHBDRYQYYZY VRZNWORIQ WOKH 1HZ 'HDO D«
became more successful, now seeing taxes as a system designed to punish those who.work hard
The real workers in the country were no longer being used to help the less fortunate, but as a

means to fund aczintry that would be doing just fine without their extra tax dalldnsas at

this point that Reagan began voting publicly for conservative nomiReegxample, he voted

for Eisenhower in both presidential elections and advocated once again for Rict@ardvhen

he ran for presidentV & ROOLQV VWDWHYV 3>5HDJDQ@ FDPSDLJQHG LC
UHWDLQLQJ KLV '"HPRFUDWLF UHJLVWUDWLRQ RQO\ EHFDXVH
helpful by appearing to cross party lines with hisparp 8

When Nixon ran for Governor of California in 1962, Reagan officially switched his affiliation to
the Republican Party. Although his film career began to decline after taking on more political

responsibility, he now found himself in the spotligiice againAs most of his friends had been
conservatives for years, his influence spread quidkiydiences came in droves to hear him

speak about problems they themselves faced, such as highAax@s point, California had a

powerful economy, but thrichest often complained how the state could thrive even more if they

were allowed to spend their money free§ RQVHUYDWLYH KLJKHU XSV 3VDZ LQ ¢

14 Diggins,Ronald Reagarg7.

15 Diggins,Ronald Reagart,00.

¥*HRUJH + 1DVK 35HDJ Mg ABDKaV2 [2018104@1, Education Research Complete.
17 Collins, Transforming America37.

18 |bid, 37.






personal leadership was cheerful, credible, and courageous, and it carried the day
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The AIDS Cirisis

In 1979, gay men began arriving in clinics in San Francisco, fearful of swollen glands they were
starting to develop. Due to a lack of knowledge about gay health, many doctadvigsd them

to abstain from sexual contact for a bit and see if that h&fdedid not, and soon many of these
patients began to die from unusual diseases; diseases that were usually seen in much older

people BWRULHYV VWDUWHG F Rdidegsds RigdtihgiyeyRmeMthédddirouy N&w

York in 1981 This was followed by an official CDC report to doctors across the country to look

out for a cancer seen only in homosexi#&lsW ZRXOGQfW EH OHDUQHG XQWLO
contracted both sexualgnd by the transfusion of infected bloddhe CDC reported those most

at risk of getting the disease were gay men, ndediesed drug addicts, and people who

received multiple blood transfusiary 1984, almost 5,000 people would be diagnosed with the
AIDS virus3!

This issue was not helped by the conservative majority in pdvaerreligious right had long

IRXJKW DJDLQVW WKH JD\ FRPPXQLW\YV H[LVWHQFH DQG ZHU
proof that they were justifiedPatrick Buchanan, an adwar to presidents Nixon, Ford, and then
GLUHFWRU RI FRPPXQLFDWLRQV IRU 5HDJDQ KDG VDLG WKDW
war upon nature, and now nature is exacting an awful retribitidReagan did not agree with

this sentiment, but stitlid not go out of his way to help those who were slowly dying of the

diseaseln direct contrast to this, Margaret Thatcher, the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom

at the time, decided to take the fight upon herself and the governdogr@ncumbered by

religious base to the degree that Reagan was, Thatcher had the government directly focus on

AIDS researchThe government funded what Thatcher deemed necessary to help, and her direct






may have evolved their medical treatment, they were still some time away from true acceptance
LQ 5HDJDQTYV $PHULFD

, WV QR VHFUHW WKDW WKH $,'6 FULVLV ZD\singe@HMDVWDWLQ
arrival, it has killed hundreds of thousands of peofsfeother unfortunate reality is that the

AIDS crisis was but another step on the ladder of gay oppres®omany in the gay

community, it felt as if AIDS was just the next thing to kill them, an bW LW ZRXOGQIW EH
catalyst to end their suffering in Ameridden Schatz would describe his experience as:

3, VRPHWLPHY IHHO OLNH JD\ PHQ DUH GDQJOLQJ E\ WKH
and every minute or so you can look over at the ne to you just in time to see him

let go and drop. But up on top of the roof, the rest of the country is having a cocktail

party and except for those people who are walking around stepping on your fingers,
WKH\fUH QRW HYHQ D ZD U HmarHfter mhak BtQgbla@dfalg kahdU H < H W
\RXJfUH GDQJOLQJ WKHUH DQG WKLQNLQJ p&DQ , UHDOO!'
7KLV VHHPV LPSRVVLEOH 1 $QG PDQ DIWHU PDQ ORVHYV K
above you hear ice tinkling in the glasses,thatpile of bodies down below is just

JHWWLQJ KLIJKHU DQG KLJKHU °

To sum it up in one word: ignore8chatz saw people who knew he needed help, yet all they did

24



to implement a federal response to the cris@op advocated for government funding for sex
educatiorprograms and wanted to spread awareness for condoms as a deterrent.t® AIDS
+RZHYHU 5HDJDQ ZDV VWLOO D UHOLJLRXV PDQ E\ QDWXUH LC
odds with his religious beliefs Q KLV \RXWK 5HDJDQ GLGOQ-fmditakdex H SUREO
and by most accounts was very accepting of gay people. However, it is possible this faded as he
aged +tH FRXOGQYW KRZHYHU IRUJHW WKRVH ZKR KDG JRWWHQC
He knew he needed them to win reelection in 1984, skeWwh empathized with the thousands



successful television actor who had enjoyed relative popularity since the*f95@ this

point, Reagan had been actively blocking his surgeon general from discussing the federal
UHVSRQVH WR $,'6 $FFRU G bQiitilWeReatndd af h¥ illnres3wf AiPferd

>5RFN +XGVRQ@ LQ «WKDW 5HDJDQ WRRN WKH $,'6 SODJXH
resources to fightit* /RVLQJ +XGVRQ ZRNH SHRSOH XS 6XGGHQO\ LW
affecting gay strangers. Nowultural icons were dying, cultural icons that were in fact actively

hiding their sexuality , W SXW D PLUURU XS WR $PHULFDTYfV IDFH DQG VK
wrong it had beerf-or Reagan in particular, this experience was difficult because Hudson had

been a friend of his from his acting years. For a man who already struggled with connecting with
people on a personal level, losing a true friend became too much.

It was 1986 when the president finally mentioned the AIDS virus by name. By this time, over

21,000 American citizens had died frontfdReagan finally discussed federal funding to help

combat the virus and assured those suffering that they were in his thdugstambiguous and

late response to one of the most devastating diseases in bistaryed when the president was

nearing the end of his poftonald Reagan had won his second term, and throughout both terms

WKH HFRQRP\ DQG ZDU RQ GUXJV KDG UHPDLQHG KLV PDLQ IR
to make him acknowledge the counsiggeople that were sufferinfhough not an ignorant man,
5HDJDQYV VLOHQFH GXULQJ WKH FULVLVHsE WMVhave & abyv WKH F
SRLQW WULHG WR KHOS HDUOLHU DQG ZKLOH KH FRXOGQTW

would have known that work was being done against the disease that took theis W&sJ D Q TV
reluctance to compromise the support of his religious base and step away from his

neoconservative values in order to take action against a deadly virus standsxample of
JRYHUQPHQW IDLOXUH ,I VXFFHVV LVQIW LQWHQGHG IRU DO

FRQYHUVDWLRQ WKHQ D JRYHUQPHQW LVQIW GRLQJ LWV MR
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In the early 1900s, sadiDarwinists were seeking scientific justification for their theories and

would often use fairs and zoos to promote their racist ideoldgreEnple from various ethnic
EDFNJURXQGV ZHUH EURXJKW WR WKH 8QLWHGh®pwbdyHYV DQG
Y L O ODTheE¢ anthropological villages were intended to justify the dominant racial hierarchy,

in which Blacks and other minorities were at the botidenga was lured to St. Louis under the
assumption that freedom and opportunity awaitedRidowever, when he arrived, he was put

30



Both Black and white scholars embea eugenic ideology; however, they were motivated for
different reasons. It seems relatively obvious that desperate and relentless white supremacist
scholars would attempt to use science to justify their racial hierarchy. However, the fact that
Black schtars also adopted eugenics seems far less obvious. The various ways Black and white

3]






belief that they would soon be able to manipulate the laws of human heredity to benefit their
racist agend&

As ideas about evolution and race circulated in the scientific community, Herbert Spaldber
DWWHPSWHG WR FRQQHFW 'DUZLQTV WKHRU\ RI QDWXUDO VH
to as social Darwinisr®. Although Spencer was British, social Darwinism became popular in the
United States because it supported already establidbas about white suprematySpencer

FRLQHG WKH SKUDVH 3VXUYLYDO RI WKH ILWWHVW =~ ZKLFK KF
groups who are struggling economically, socially, or politicéiie believed that if one race or

group of people werania disadvantaged position in society, it was a result of inherent inferiority

and they should not have the opportunity to compete with the superioftdcesrding to

Spencer, conflict between races was necessary for social progress because it was part of the

natural order of things for the Ang®axon race to dominate other ratel seems that he was

analyzing world history from an exclusively whiteate not considering a mukthnic, mult

racial, or multicultural perspective. Spencer ignored the fact that American se@stpuilt on

racism. As a result, certain groups of people are severely disadvantaged not because of their
genetics, but becauséite Europeans established the United States through the abuse,

exploitation, and discrimination of other races.

6SHQFHUYV VRFLDO 'DUZLQLVW LGHRORJLHV ZHUH DGRSWHG
6WDWHVY ILUVW V®&&haR SutnherVSVmneL Sr@nglip ielieved that everyone is

born into the world on an equal playing field with the same access to opportunities and ability to

gain status, regardless of race. According to Sumner, personal motivation and natural ability
determned whether or not an individual would be succeskfowever, he failed to consider the

reality that if you are not white in the United States, you are automatically at a disadvantage.
6XPQHU DSSOLHG 6SHQFHUYTV QRWLR QaRslaverXio anlaténptta | WKH |
justify his beliefs. He argued that the white American business class was able to thrive

economically, culturally, socially, and politically because whites were inherently superior to all

other race$?

White People in the US. During the Early 20" Century

Ideas about white supremacy and imperialism can be seen in European and American history for
centuries. However, as scientific racism gained popularity, these ideas received more attention.
In 1899, William Z. Ripley pub$hedRaces of Europe text in which he distinguished a

tripartite racial hierarchy of European white rat®According to Ripley, the superior race was
Teutonic, otherwise known as Nordic or Aryan, followed by the Alpine, and then

% 7KRPDV & /HRRODHGHBFLIXO DQG 1RW /HVV (IIHFWLYHYT (XJHQLFV DQG $F
3 UR JUH V VHistddy ¢tPBlitical Economg5, no. 4 (Winter 2003891.

S 7D\ORU 3: ( % 'X%RLVYV &KDOOHQJH WR 6FLHQWLILF 5DFLVP

% 'HQQLV 36RFLDO 'DUZLQLVP -’

39 |bid.

40 | bid.

41 |bid.

42 | bid.

“-DFNVRQ -U DQG :HLGPDQ 37KH 2ULJLQV RI 6FLHQWLILF 5DFLVP
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Mediterraneart? Belief in a superior Teutonic race came to be known as Nordiigwcording

34



In the early 28 century, most Black Americans were struggling to find their place in white
Americansociety,and many were stuck in impoverished living situatigfiswas also difficult



JUDQFLV *DOWRQ DQ (QJOLVK VFKRODU DQG 'DUZLQYV FRXVL
Darwinism, and scientific racism. He eventually combined those ideologies into one concept he

called eugenic® 7KH ZRUG 3HXJHQLFV"  GHULYHVHREB® WKHG*EDBIO NEHR
GHVFULEHG LQ WKH ZRUGV RI 7TKRPDV & /HRQDUG DV D 3PR)Y
the social control of human breeding, based on the assumption that differences in human
intelLJHQFH FKDUDFWHU DQG WHPSHUDPHQW ®ThdbasicUJHO\ G)
ideology of eugenics was that people with good attributes should reproduce and people with bad
attributes should né€ Galton believed that the racial hierarchyhioh placed white people at

WKH WRS DQG %ODFN SHRSOH DW WKH ERWWRP DV WKH UH'

In the first half of the 20 century, nearly every modern society embraced eugenics in some way,
although not all eugenic programere designed with racism in mind. For example, some

countries had prenatal care practices that, because they were designed to control breeding, would
have been considered eugenics but were not directly motivated by fa&sgenics in the

United Statesnitially focused on the study of lowetass white families who were considered to

be degenerate, passing down qualities such as alcoholism, criminality, and pro<fitution.

However, during the Progressive Era, racism became a primary feature of U.Sc®{fgen

The complex racial climate of the United States made it the perfect place for eugenics to rear its

ugly head®? (GZLQ %ODFN RIIHUHG D FRPSHOOLQJ REVHUYDWLRQ Z
EHHQ EUHHGLQJ KXPDQV H YHe vihble Raditdtianwi\Ane@damsiawityR Q ~

was grounded in the ideology of human breedihite Americans, who already viewed

themselves as the superior race, attended auctions where they would purchase other human

beings depending on various physicadl anental capabilities.

The United States had been a racially hostile place fomriote people since its origins, which
provided the perfect environment for eugenics to thrive in. The abolition of slavery in the United
States in 1865 did not have a @dlyi harmonious outcome. Black Americans were still seen as
inferior and were forced to live under the cruelty of white power and discrimination. Other ethnic
groups also suffered at the hands of white Americans. Native Americans experienced the
brutality of white supremacy and power since the first Europeans stepped foot on the continent.
Mexicans in western and southwestern America were victimized after the Mexican American
War. In addition, immigration was seen as a threat to white racial purity, ngsmltiaws such

as the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. There was even extreme discrimination against southern
European immigrants, who were not seen as fully white.

56 Black, War Against the Wealt4-15.

57 | H R Q D dee Merciful and Not Less EffectYH T ~

88 .DFNVRQ -U DQG :HLGPDQ 37KH 2ULJLQV RI 6FLHQWLILF 5DFLVP ~
59 |bid, 68.

0 bid, 72.

T/HRQDWRBUM OHUFLIXO DQG 1RW /HVV (IIHFWLYHY ~
72 |bid.

73 Black, War Against the WeaR?2.

" 1bid, 21.

S bid.

¢ 1bid, 22.

36



In the early 1900s, American biologist Charles Davenport became obsessed with Francis
GaOWRQ TV ZRUN’RI@enitXwas @dpEaling to Davenport because, in addition to being

a scientist, he wanted to create a superior Nordic’€®g advocating his racist rhetoric,

Davenport gained the support of some of the wealthiest men in Ana¢tica time, including
Alexander Graham Bell, Andrew Carnegie, Woodrow Wilson, and Dr. John Harvey Ké&llogg.

They provided Davenport with the money and tools he needed to establish the Eugenics Records
Office and a biological laboratory for experimental evolution in Cold Spring Harbor, New

York.8% Davenport started collecting information from various resoungels as charity records,

mental health facilities, schools and homes for the deaf and blind, prisons, hospitals, and
almshouse$! Several other racist American scholars, such as Harry H. Laughlin and Madison



decision? 7TKHUHIRUH HXJHQLFLVWYV FRXOG PDQLSXODWH WKH W
conclusions that would support their argument. These ®dtsavere used by eugenicists to

validate their beliefs about white superiority and strengthen their argument that Black

Americans, and other minorities, were inadequate members of society because of their genetic
makeup”?®

Eugenicists also sought édiminate the reproductive rights of those they deemed degenerate and
defective?* Sterilization became eugenicists preferred method to achieve this goal; however, life
segregation, restrictive marriage, and euthanasia were also considered approjrietatoot

methods’® Eugenicists believed that inferior people should not be allowed to reproduce because

they would pass down their undesirable traits to their chilffreower class whites and

minorities, particularly Black Americans, were targeted teyilization efforts. By 1935, the

majority of states in the U.S. had legalized sterilizafidfvery state possessed a specific criteria

to determine if someone should be sterili#8&¢ FFRUGLQJ WR 37KH 6WDWH &ULWHL
(XJHQLFDO 6 Webhéare In]or&dgdnReqQuld be sterilized if they were considered

feebleminded, insane, an epileptic, a habitual criminal, a moral degenerate, or a sexudpervert.

,Q $SODEDPD WKH RQO\ UHTXLUHG TXDOLILFDWYRE IRU VWHUI
vagueness of these qualifications meant that eugenicists could sterilize anyone who they believed
was a threat to white racial purity.

Miscegenation, the interbreeding of different racial groups through sex or marriage, was also

seen as a significant damge white racial purity:°* Marriage laws quickly became another way

for eugenicists to ensure that white people were only reproducing with other white people. For
HIDPSOH 7KH $PHULFDQ (XJHQLFV 3DUW\ EHOLHYHGt WKDW 3Q
marriage between the races and encourage stock (ethnic group) purity. The negroes are too

different genetically and will always be a source of conflict. Negroes must be resettled in
$IULFPDODU\LQJ VWDWHY DOORZHG D FHU @peképt b MRXIQW R1 3QH
marriages® )RU H[DPSOH LQ 0DU\ODQG LW ZDV OHJDO IRU DPF
present in a marriage, while in Alabama, Georgia, and Virginia, all mixed marriages were

2'HQQLV 36RFLDO 'DUZLQLVP -’

9 bid, 246.
94

38



illegal.1%4 Based on the various restrictions eugenicistsop marriage and reproduction, it is
obvious that African Americans were one of their primary targets.

Black Opposition to Eugenics

Black scholars were acutely aware that white supremacy and racism were fundamental to

eugenic ideology. ManBlack intellectuals such as Kelly Miller, a professor at Howard
8QLYHUVLW\ VHW RXW WR GHEX@eé&optKy Auddsdt ¥vhite @UgEricisiy V [ WK
of conducting biased and faulty reseat®Miller pointed out that mainstream white eugenkist

were accumulating damaging information about the Black population, such as high crime rates,
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impact on raial progress!’ Similarly to Miller, DuBois argued that the social problems within

the Black community, such as high crime rates, were not because of genetic inferiority, but
because of environmental factdt€He argued that crime rates could be highighiw Black
communities because of the abundant suffering they had experienced in the United States since
its origins1!® Excessive crime in the Black community could be a result of an adverse
environment, not genetic inferiority® DuBois also accused white eugenicists of conducting

biased research, ignoring any information that would contradict their racist Béliefs.

Black Adaptation of Eugenics

Black Americans recognized the various ways white eugenicists were attemptitgitoatéze

them, and yet, many prominent Black scholars embraced eugenic ideologies in order to promote
racial progres$?? Eugenics was appealing to the Black intellectuals of the New Negro

Movement who were focused on the social, political, and economitafithe Black

populationt?® Shantella Y. Sherman referred to the fusion of the New Negro Movement and
SRSXODU HXJHQLFV DV 3%Axoidihg tdo Bhénah QewANegro Eugenics
SQRWHG GLIITHUHQFHV EHWZHHQ L Q KlittdtedtyHedvikrisnerit,\&d DQG OH
used social engagement and education to transform the marginally fit into useful and progressive
PHPEHUV RI1Blatk gdddtars Such as W. E. B. DuBois, Marcus Garvey, William
Hannibal Thomas, and Kelly Miller all ingeorated eugenics into their work. These men, with

the exception of Thomas, did not fully endorse mainstream eugenics. Instead, they adapted some
of the key components of eugenics, such as racial purity, nationalism, and strategic breeding, in
conjunctionwith the universal movement for Black progress and liberaton.

DuBois focused primarily on the social problems that plagued Black people in American cities

and argued that it was the responsibility of Black intellectuals to uplift the remainder of the
populationt?” In The Philadelphia NegrduBois divided the Black population into four

GLITHUHQW 3JUDGHYV =~ 7KH ILUVW JUDGH ZDV B3IDPLOLHV RI XQ
LQFRPH WR OLYH ZHOO ~ 7KH VHFRQG -dlasb G H7 R B WIXWN.KIE ZBWV S3H
SRRU " DQG WKH IRXUWK DQG ILQDGRAtLOrng t& BhermvelrK H 3V XEPH U
'X%RLVYVY FDWHJRUL]DWLRQ RI HDFK JU'¥®6hd oBdeVedEtBaY HG RQ H >
DuBois believed poverty and a lack of motivation wiateerited traits; a result of unhealthy and
unproductive breeding among BlacdR8DuBois also claimed that white people in the United
6WDWHYV 3PD\ ULJKWO\ GHPDQG™ WKDW %ODFN $PHULFDQV PD

W7D\ORU 3: ( % 'X%RLY &KDOOHQJHV WR 6FLHQWLILF 5DFLVP °’
118\, E. B. DuBois,The Philadelphia Negro: A Social Stydi?hiladelphia: University of Pennsylvania, 1899), iv.
W7D\ORU 3: ( % 'X%RLV &KDOOHQJHG WR 6FLHQWLILF 5DFLVP °
120 |bid.

121|bid, 458.

122 Mitchell, Righteous Propagatigr80.

123|bid, 81.

124 Sherman|n Search of Purity4.

125 bid.

126 |pid, 9-10.

27w, E. B. DuBois,The Philadelphia Negrav-v. 392.

128 DuBois, The Philadelphia Negrd11; Shermarin Search of Purity4-6.

128 Sherman|n Search of Purity4-6.

130 |pid, 5-6.
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possible on their part towardaking themselves fit members of the community within a
UHDVRQDEOH QG¥HOpBaM KKallrd owdppet class Black Americans to assist the masses
in achieving the desired level of civilizatid#.

Marcus Garvey was another significant Black scholar who incorporated aspects of eugenics into

his doctrinet*3 Founder of the Universal eo Improvement Association, Garvey was heavily

involved in the New Negro Movement and dedicated his life to Black Nationalism, race purity,

and race consolidatioi* /' DEHOHG 3WKH PDQ RI WKH KRXU" E\ $VKWRQ 61
considered a champion of Blaakity and independendé> Garvey advocated for the mass

migration of Black people to Africa, arguing that they had the right to reestablish themselves as a
nation in the place of their origit$®

4]



DERXW UDFH SXULW\ DQG SULGH ZHUH ¥R/Ril8 GatvayH O\ FRQW U D (
advocated for a pure Black African race, Thomas believed that Black people with darker skin

were even farther removed from thesst of civilized humanity?#’ His criticism of his own race is

VKR F N LTh& Am@rican Negro:
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The concepts of racial hygiene and eugenics were receiving scientific recognition from

prestigious men of variodgelds. Black scholars acknowledged and rejected the overt racism

ingrained in eugenics and adapted aspects of racial hygiene in an effort to further uplift the Black
race®®* $IULFDQ $PHULFDQV KDG HQGXUHG ZKLWHVY PESUHVVLR(
However, in the early 20th century, ideas about Black Nationalism and racial purity were gaining
popularity. The New Negro Movement was thriving, and Black people were determined to

establish their strength and independence with a newfound assestivene

Racial purity, breeding practices, and nationalism were important concepts for both Black and

white eugenicists. Nordicism was a crucial component of white eugenics. White eugenicists
believed that the Teutonic race was superior and should maitst@power over every other race.
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audience which we simply do not possess. The story begins three generations before the birth of
the hero (this is typical) andimds its way through several countries and expects an intimate
IDPLOLDULW\ ZLWK (X4 gf WhdriR, RSl GoiRtRU M IcI@s¥, are unfortunately
QDPHG VRPHWKLQJ ZKLFK EHJLQV ZLWK 37KRU °

OLFWRULDYV IDPLO\ WUHH L Vebhtwkich Law@ sedhKn-allfhRe Years dfH P D U N [
teaching this class, although | always recommend that students draw family trees when reading

the sagas, and some of them actually do. This major accomplishiméith | certainly will use

next time | teach the abs? makes it clear that the family feud at the hear{ afL O  VwasdtD

between two families, but among distantly related branches of the same family. Egill was related

to the Norwegian kings with whom the family fought off and on since the time of his
JUDQGIDWKHU DQG WKH GHDWK RI1 (JLodistandyardxitolhv WKH FRC
marriage. Drawing the family tree pictorially in such detail as we see here changes our

understanding of the story and makes it clearer why the families cane®nitct: it is always
FKDOOHQJLQJ WR JlWs, pafcudrivheR Qdy fiavelm@re power than you do. |

can only admire the impulse which led to such a complete rendering of the family history of the

saga and hope that it did lead and wdhtinue to lead to a better understanding and appreciation

of the medieval histories themsel\veas | am convinced that it will.

(JL O VF&rDiy Dree

,Q )DOO , WRRN 3+,67 7KH +LVWRU\ RI WKH 9LNLQJV™ X
Karen Oslund at Towson University. During this course, the class read four different Viking

vDJDV DQG ZH GLVFXVVHG WKH GLIIHUH@Wahily@ddasy RI PHGLH
legendary sagas, etc. Scholars understand the purpose of family sagas as assisting in the telling

of stories about Viking families, one of which w@d L O T V. 16 DIILDO § V weerEntroduced

to a very interesting character by thengaof Egill SkallaGrimsson and his off and on feud with

the family of King Harald Finehair, the king of Norway. Reading this saga is quite entertaining

and enjoyable; however, trying to follow the family feud was at times difficult because there

were sevel Vikings who had the same name throughout the saga. At this moment, | decided to
construct a family tree in order to help myself understand which Viking was which and how they
related back to Egill SkaH&rimsson and his complicated relationship wiihd(Harald

JLQHKDLUYV IDPLO\

While constructing the family tree, | was quickly surprised at how interconnected everybody in

the storywas. INJLOTV WBHDIDPLO\ IHXG LV ILUVW LQWURGXFHG SUL
again throughout hislifea® HYHQ LQWR KLV FKLOGUHQYV OLYHV :KHQ ,
relationship between these two families, my first thought was that there would be no familial
connections, but my construction of the family tree revealed many closely related, interconnected
relationships? more than | would have thought.

Throughout the process of making the family tree, | was asked quite often by other students why
| would take the time to do something like that. | would simply respond with a few reasons. First,
| found it necesary because while reading, as it was difficult to understand which Viking was

being talked about. Second, | found that visual representation was helpful. The family tree made
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it easier to understand who everybody was and how they were connected tdheach ot
Ultimately, it helped me to better understand the saga.

By the end of the course, several students mentioned that they were impressed with my family

tree and that it actually helped them better understand the saga. Personally, | also found that

creding the family tree was a lot of fun because it allowed me to interact more with the story and

was something different than just reading the saga and talking about it. My hope is that future

readers of( J L O O { Will®®ahlz to use my family tree arfht it will help them as it helped

me and other students. In the future, | plan to create other family trees from other Viking sagas.

,Q IDFW ,YYH DOUHDG\ VWDUWHG IDPLO\ WUHHWheRBdgR WKHU \
of the Greenlanderard (LUL N WKH 5hé¢Gdimé sbdpyJobthe medieval discovery of North

America told from different points of view. It should be interesting to see if the different

perspectives affect the construction of the family trees.

To view the family tree foEgL O § V @dageDrisithe Towson Journal of Historical Studies
Wordpresshttp://wp.towson.edu/tuhs/2028ition/
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